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oan be obtained readily for any of the 167 areas reported, 


a | Time does not permit a full analysis of 
| these data now. However, som amlysis has 
veon made, particularly af all areas which hmve shown an ine 


@pease of 100 families or mare. There are 35 such arons. A 


table” ims been prepared which shows in swemry form all the 
important date contained in each individual eriteeup for each 
of these 33 arens and conelusions have been drwm as to whether 
the inerease in population appears te be soumd, or is apparantly 
unsound and opposed to the best public interest in whele o@ in 
part, or whether insufficient data mies it impossible to draw 
conclusions. 
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This was thought desirnble as a supplement to the qestionmire 
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* See table following this page. 
** See Consus Table following page 6. 
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in order to be able to vieuslise the uy ispertent relation 
shown by the Census table, a set of six colored mips beve been 
prepared.” ‘The table and the mys direst attention to many 
interesting feots the most important af whish ere: In 1950 
there ware 135,676 farms in California and in 1955, 150,560, 
This fa an inerense of 14,05 forns of 10052 percent. uring 
‘the same period the total acrence in forus in the State de 
@rensed from $0,442,581 to 50,457,995, Thie is « net loss in 
farme of ¢,596 aeres ar «02 percent. Thas the average size 
of farms in Galifernia ‘as beon substantially redueed in the 
sheet peried of five yoars sacording to the soususe 
— Bewen of the 58 counties showed a dewrease in the 
number of farns, the largest decrease bein; shom by Imperial 
County, with a loss of 276 farms and the largest pereentage 
dsorease being sham ty Sape County with a decrease of 16.34 
pereent. The remining <7 caurties showed net iuorenses in 
the muuber of farm, tho largest increase being shom by San 
Diege County with a gain of 2,175 ferns aui the largest per 
eextage gain being shown by San Fremeisco County with 121.43 
Twenty seven courties showed a net decrenes in acreage 


in farms, the largest dearease being show by freame County 
with @ decrease of 628,097 sores and the largest pereantage 
decline being show by San Mateo County with « deorease of 
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RESETTLEMENT ADMINISTRATION 
338 Giannini Hall 
Berkeley, California 
May 29, 1936 


Instructions have recently been received from the Washington office 
of the Resettlement Administration to make a reconnaissance survey 
of California to locate the specific non-urban areas in which there 
has been a substantial increase or decrease in the number of farm 
families since 1930. The purpose of this survey is to aid in the 
formulation of the policies and future program of the Resettlement 
Administration. 


Cc. W. Warburton, Director of Extension Work, Washington, D. C. and 
B. H. Crocheron, Director of Agricultural Extension for California, 
have been consulted regarding this survey and have volunteered the 
services of the Extension Service. It was felt that the Farm Ad- 
visor, because of his intimate knowledge of the conditions within 
his county, is in the best position to give the information desired. 
Therefore, would it be possible for you to fill out the enclosed 
questionnaire? We will greatly appreciate any help you can give 

us in this matter particularly because we realize that you are 
carrying an exceptionally heavy program at the present time. While 
the questionnaire may appear somewhat exhaustive and the questions 
difficult to answer, it is not expected that you will do any field 
work whatsoever. The thought is that you will answer the question- 
naire from your general knowledge of the county and perhaps by using 
data in your files. Any question that cannot be answered in this 
way just leave blank, 


We hope that it will be possible for you to get this information 
into our hands in the near future as this office is required to send 
it to Washington by June 10. Therefore, if you can possibly return 
the questionnaire on or before June 6, it will give us time to com- 
pile the report in the office here. 


Thenking you again for any help you may be able to give us, 1 am 
Sincerely yours, 
Philip J. Webster, 


State Land-use Planning 
Specialist for California. 
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Reconnaissance Survey of California to Locate the 
Specific Non-urban Areas in Which There Has Been 6 Substantial 
Increase or Decrease in the Number of Farm Families Since 1930 


NOTE: A copy of the state-wide map and report resulting from 
this survey will be given to the Extension Service. 


The purpose of this survey is (1) to locate the specific local areas where a 
considerable volume of settlement is occurring, or has recently occurred; 

(2) to determine the conditions under which new families are being established 
on the land; (3) to obtain a "bird's-eye view" of the different types of 
agricultural land occupancy and farm development which are taking place; and 
(4) to locate the specific areas where considerable farm abandonment is now 
taking place, or has recently taken place. 


Instructions for Filling out 


Questionnaire and Preparing Map 


1. A map of your county is included for your convenience. Please draw a 
line around each non-urban area in the county in which a substantisl increase 
or decrease in farm families has taken place since 1930, or is now taking 

D place. Give each such area a number starting with the numeral -l-. 


2. Within each area indicate by dots the approximate increase or decrease in 
farm families using one dot for esch family and placing it as nearly as 
possible where such increase or decrease has occurred. 


3, For each area fill out the enclosed questionnaire insofar as it is possible 
to do so without doing any field work. Use a separate questionnaire for each 
area. Several copies of this questionnaire are enclosed. If additional copies 
are needed, either write to this office or use blank paper. In the latter case, 
the questions need not be copied providing that each answer is numbered to 
correspond with the number of the question in the questionnaire. 


4.. Indicate the area number at the top of each questionnaire and check this 
number with the map to be sure that the numbers correspond. 


5. If the space provided for the answer to any question is not sufficient, 
use the back of the page and be sure to label each statement with the same 
number as the question being answered. 


6. Return completed questionnaires (by June 6, if possible) to Philip J. 
Webster, Room 338, Giannini Hall, Berkeley, California. 
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hs 5-29-36 
Date _ 
County yA aarti dale Questions 
BMISMWEREG MDiy wea, 
No. of Area 
1. Estimate the net increase or decrease of farm families in this area since 
ISO 
Net increase in number of farm families__ a 
Net decrease in number of farm families 
2. if there has been a net decrease state causes of this farm abandonment; 
for example, depressed agricultural prices, depletion of water supply 
for irrigation, abnormally low rainfall, or shrinkage of supplemental 
income. 
3. Is this farm abandonment continuing at the present time? minal 
NOTE: The following questions deal only with areas in which there has 
been an increase in farm families. 
4. Is the number of farm families continuing to increase at the present 


time? 


Limam ee 


me . ee are a Ong SUL ie en — 
me an any in vost ee tt im ne ale mt pam uss os i 


Y peat 


vr ers ie ae  * <p f dis 
 elelaite ate nett ot ootiion wit Lo exesrek o> aaneuel don odt otegiogl 
i) pil iat aia S vs nA eR 


rd , « a 5 = 
=_—e tem, 220 oe) GAT to “Gee A) e@enneens | ; 


: 2 * én<5,% ’ * ; - . at «¢ = i 
1. lisse, aS Paa tia. es » tefene af sensed oi 


oa 


ae: 


<= 


iiogey tqbew Yo oveeelqub jsooitg jew) tovis 
i 1) ae dig’ Yh oe na y i i égekaiube 1 gh eile a mt ¥, eg Ae <aotveuwVvuU 4 ; 


Weeagtsa = 


- 7 i ' 
ee : ee voy ot ae ‘ : eo ase, wp ee © 1 o ’ 7AL i lee dene 1 ; a 
0 a a Sh) Sma | es Say « hats 20 GONNA “SHOR HS eT FH fH a4 jf con ae y | 


t. 
ives 
at 
92) 
s 


a oe 


~ PONE 0 Vu! mn teitne Chai em een Jits a —_ —— — * a >on _ - a 4 - — i 
== + 2&@, @ Oe ot I (S—— ——_——— = ——— word a = eat — = 
i ’ 
, 

ies «noe or : <= i i a — ——— ie —— i + mi —S OS a oe 

on = Oe ee ee earns! =" f 0 a ai me 0 te See : — a Fe r vn 
1) } a. , + aaa he — ws ee 4 - ¢ - = _ te <== —? = — ete — ef | es — 7 — = @ -— = . 
| ‘1 ao eae — fe ni3 Teese ny a2? 20 YO uePENbe Paeenolwws Ota? » n> el 
| ei oad sieve dotiie of sexta (24 Bap ited entiterun gatnalte® od “ir 
| vl : eobhlinds wad? ad secotwne? og tent 
aya ; 
f re ifs. fimeatig off Ja staoteal oF galudtions settles? aged to Setren a 
ie 
I AF i ‘ . we 
a : 


i : ; . : ‘ 7 is 7 a 
i i U 7 ‘ ' 7 ~ y + a 7 tae vi] a 
are P a> Cie oe . (> ye a ye - :® I wae a Oe wh ge eee ae - a 


} 5. Estimate the percent of increase which is due to; 


] 6. Estimate the percent of the new farms which are the result of: 


(a) Non-farm people going onto the land. ____ percent. 


(1) Give any information available regarding the cities 
or places from which a majority of these new farmers 
come. 


a 


(b) Natural increase in farm population; that is, sons of farmers 
taking up farms of their own. percent. 


(c) Migration of farmers from other areas. percent. 


NOTE: a, b, and c should total 100 percent unless there are other 
sources of increase in which case list them. 


i i 


(a) Bringing undeveloped land into farms. _ _ percent. 
(b) Subdividing existing farms and ranches. _ _percent. 


(c) BReoccupation of abandoned farms. Lo. percent. 


—— 


NOT: a, Db, and © should, total 100 percent. 


{. Describe the following in general terms: 


(a) Previous ownership status of the land on which new settlers 
have located. Do not attempt to determine the precise owner- 
ship of every tract or parcel, but merely indicate the type 
or class of ownership, for example, owned in small tracts by 
private individuals; owned by land, lumber, or mining com- 
panies; or state land, county land, railroad land. 
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9. 
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(b) The prevailing tenure status of the new settlers, for example, 
owners, tenants, squatters. 


Briefly describe extent to which this farm settlement involves drainage, 
protection from floods, clearing the land of trees or rocks, or leveling 
Hor Lureationi. 
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Estimate: 


(a) The suitability of the land (now being settled or recently 
settled) for farming. Good... SC Faar Poor _ 


ee 


(b) The average market value of the land being settled 


Unimproved land $ 2. per ‘acres 


Improved land Sun per mene. 
If a substantial amount of land is improved, briefly state 


nature of improvements, for example, irrigation facilities, 
buildings, drainage or clearing. 
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If possible describe briefly the type and extent of farming carried on on 
the newly settled farms. 


(a) Average size of farms 
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) (b) Type of crops now being grown. 


(c) Kinds of livestock being raised. 


(da) To what extent are crops grown for sale or for home use. 


(e) To what extent is livestock raised for sale or for home use. _ 


(f) Where settlers are working off the farm on part-time work, what 
is the character and amount of such work? 


11. Describe the method or manner by which settlement has taken place, as follows: 


(a) Settlers finding locations on the land individually and with no 
particular assistance or stimulation, no organized settlement 
activities and no promotion beyond the ordinary brokerage activ— 
ities of real estate operators. 


nn 


(b) Organized colonization or land subdivision and promotion by land, 
lumber, mining or railroad companies, real estate operators, or 
other land selling or land promotion agencies. 
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(c) Have racial or religious influences played any important part 
in the new settlement of this area? 
If so, briefly describe these influences. 


le. Land Selling Agencies: 


(a) List the names, addresses, sites of operations (as distinguished 
from business address) and give a brief description of the agen- 
cies or concerns selling land for settlement purposes, or pro- 
moting, advertising, or encouraging land settlement in your 
county. Do not include real estate brokers or salesmen unless 
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Gh) . Te any concern listed under l2e-a above has carried on land inm- 
provement or development work, such as, clearing, irrigation, 
drainage, or road building, for the purpose of inducing or 
fascilitating settlement, describe briefly the amount and 
character of such work. 
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SUPPLEMENT 2 


RESETTLEMENT ADMINISTRATION 


348 Giannini Hall 
Berkeley, California 
June 4, 1936 


Instructions have recently been received from the Washington office 
of the Resettlement Acministration to meke a reconnaissance survey 

of California to locete the specific non-urban areas in which there 
has been a substantiel increase or decrease in non-urban population 
since 1930, The purpose of this survey is to aid in the formulation 
of the policies and future program of the Resettlement Administration. 


S. B. Show, Regional Forester of the U. S. Forest Service, has been 
consulted regarding this survey and has volunteered the services of 
the U. §. Forest Service. It was felt that the Forest Supervisors 
are in the best position to give the information needed within the 
National Forests. Therefore, would it be possible for you to fill 
out the enclosed questionnaire? We will greatly appreciate any help 
you can give us in this matter particularly because we realize that 
you are carrying an exceptionally heavy program at the present time. 
While the questionnaire may appear somewhat exhaustive and the ques- 
tions difficult to answer, it is not expected that you will do any 
field work whatsoever. The thought is that you will answer the ques- 
tionnaire from your general knowledge and perhaps by using data in 
your files. Any question that cannot be answered in this way just 
leave blank. 


We hope that it will be possible for you to get this information 
into our hands in the near future as this office is required to 
send it to Washington by June 18. Therefore, if you can possibly 
return the questionnaires on or before June 15, it will give us 
time to compile the report in the office here. 


Thanking you for any help you may be able to give us, I am 


Sincerely yours, 


Philip J. Webster, 
State Land-use Planning 
Specialist for California. 
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Reconnaissance Survey of California to Locate the 
Specific Non-urban Areas in Which There Has Been a Sub- 
stantial Increase or Decrease in Population Since 1930. 


Instructions for Preparation of Map 


A blank map is enclosed for your convenience. Please draw a line around each 

non-urban area in your National Forest in which a substantial increase or de- 

crease in population has taken place since 1930, or is now taking place. Give 
each such area a number starting with the numeral -l-. 


Within each area indicate by dots the approximate increase or decrease in 
population using one dot for each family and placing it as nearly as possible 
where such increase or decrease has occurred. 


Instructions for Filling Out Questionnaire 


For each area delinested on the map please fill out the enclosed questionnaire 
insofar as it is possible to do so without doing any field work. Use a separate 
questionnaire for each area. Several copies of this questionnaire are enclosed. 
If additional copies are needed, either write to this office or use blank paper. 
In the latter case, the questions need not be copied providing that each answer 
is numbered to correspond with the number of the question in the questionnaire. 


Indicate the area number at the top of each questionnaire and check this number 
with the map to be sure that the numbers correspond. 


If the space provided for the answer to any question is not sufficient, use the 
back of the page and be sure to label each statement with the same number as 
the question being answered. 


Return completed questionnaires (by June 15, if possible) to Philip J. Webster, 
Room 348, Giannini Hall, Berkeley , California, 
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y Date nis lanins 
National Forest_ : DET Neh MRI NTN SAR COTO UD “9 
Questions 
No. Of Ariea)... (This number to correspond answered by. 
with No. of area on the map.) 
1. Estimate the net increase or decrease in population in this area since 1930. 
Net increase in population __ (Number of families) 
Net decrease in population __ (Number of families) 

2. If there has been a net decrease state causes you believe responsible for this 
decrease; for example, depletion of timber or mineral resources, shutting dow 
of mills and mines due to low prices, depressed agricultural prices, etc. 

* 
J ) iii idh mie aca ae 
5. Is this net decrease continuing at the present time?__ A : Enis ae 
NOTE: The following questions deal only with areas in which there has been 
an increase in farm families. 

4. Is the population continuing to increase at the present time? 

5. Describe type of new settlers, i.e. farmers, miners, lumbermen, etc. 

6. 


State causes you believe responsible for this increase; for example, opening up 
of lumber mills and mines, road building, work on power projects, recreational 
development, extension of fsrming or stock raising operations. 
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Form RI-6a 4 


»’. Give a brief statement of the future prospects of this new settlement touching 
on the following points: 


(a) Is this new settlement justified from an economic point of view? 


(ob) Does it appear that the new settlers will be able to maintain then- 
selves on 6 satisfactory plane of living? 


a 6 ee 


(c) Is this new settlement opposed to the best public interest, for 
example, is it resulting in exploitation of forest and range lands, 
Causing serious erosion, or destroying recreational values? 
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8. Additional remarks. 
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SUPPLEMENT 3 


RESETTLEMENT ADMINISTRATION 
338 Giannini Hall 
Berkeley, California 
June 5, 1936 


Instructions have recently been received from the Washington office of 
the Resettlement Administration to make a reconnaissance survey of Cali- 
fornia to locate the specific non-urban areas in which there has been a 
substantial increase or decrease in the number of farm families since 
1930. The purpose of this survey is to aid in the formulation of the 
policies and future program of the Resettlement Administration. 


As the result of a con*crence between the Resettlement Administration and 
the Post Office Department at Washington, D. C., a questionnaire was pre- 
pared for presentation to the rural carriers which received the approval 
of the Post Office Department.. Copies of this questionnaire are enclosed 
herewith. 


In this connection, the Post Office Department published the following 
notice in "The Postal Bulletin" for May 11, 1936: 


"Postmasters and Rursl Carriers to Cooperate with Resettlement 
Administration. 


"In connection with the compiling of information pertaining to changes 
in rural population, land owmership, etc., questionnaires will be 
forwarded to postmasters, at offices from which rural delivery 
service is operated, by land planning specialists or other State 
representatives of the Federal Resettlement Administration. When 
these questionnaires are received, it is desired that post masters 
and rural carriers lend all reasonable cooperation in the providing 
of the information called for on the questionnaire. = -=—-+ 7 > Fr 

Harllee Branch 
Second Assistant Postmaster General" 


We hope that it will be possible for you to get this information into our 
hands in the near future as this office is required to send it to Weshing- 
ton by June 18. Therefore, if you can possibly return the questionnaires on 
or before June 15, it will give us time to compile the report in the office 
here. 


Thanking you for any help you may be able to give us, I am 
Sincerely yours, 
Philip J. Webster, 


State Land-use Planning 
Specialist for Californis. 
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— oend questionnaire to: This questionnaire appro 
> by United States Post off 

Department. 

Philip J. Webster, 

State Land-use Planning Date 

specialist for California, 

$58 Giannini Hall, Questions 

Berkeley, California. snswered by 

Preparation of Map 
1, Outline each Rural Free Delivery Route operating from your Post Office on 


the enclosed map, using a different colored pencil or ink for each route. 
Also show the route number or name indicated by each color. 


Indicate with a dot (.) the location of each new farm family which hes come 
since 1930 and is now serviced by this route. Use a black dot for each such 
farm family which has settled on a farm developed prior to 1930. Use a red 
dot for each such farm family which has settled on a farm developed since 
1930, 


Indicate with an {x) the location of each farm which has been abandoned since 
1930 and which is now abandoned. 


Questionnaire 
(Fill out a separate questionnaire for each delivery route) 


Rural Free Delivery Route No. __ _ (Be sure name or number corresponds 
with the name or number on the map 


Post Office from which route operates: | , County 


How many farm families are there on this route now? (Include all classes of 
farmers ~ owners, tenants, share-croppers, squatters. ) 


How many farm families were on this route in 19307 


How many farm families have moved into the territory served by this route 
since 19307 
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12. 


13. 


14. 


How many abandoned farms were on this route in 19307 


How many farms on this route have been abandoned since 19307 


How many new farm units have been made vy clearing, irrigating or draining 
land in the territory served by this route since 19307 


How many farms, ranches, or other large landholdings on this route have 
been subdivided into smaller units since 19407 


How many new farm units have been created by such subdivisions? 


o 


What is the average, or usual size of new farm units, which have been 
created on this route since 193807 


G&CTES. 


How many new farm houses have been built on this route since 1930? 


Additional remarks. 
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